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What is DAYC-2? 

A standardized assessment tool

Used to evaluate developmental 
abilities in children from birth 
to 5 years and 11 months.

Covers five key domains



FIVE DOMAINS OF 
DEVELOPMENT

 Domains Assessed
∙ Cognitive
∙ Communication
∙ Social-Emotional
∙ Physical Development
∙ Adaptive Behavior



Purpose and 
Use of DAYC-2

Identify 
Developmental 

Delays.
01 Plan Early 

Interventions

02

Monitor
Developmental 

Progress



How is DAYC-2 Administered and 
Scored?

Direct 
assessment

Observation Parent/Caregive
r interviews

Scoring system 
(0, 1, 2 scale)



Understanding/Interpreting the Results

Standard scores

Age equivalents

Percentile ranks

Interpretation guidelines



What are 
the 
Benefits of 
Using 
DAYC-2?

COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT

FLEXIBLE 
ADMINISTRATION

USER-FRIENDLY

APPLICABLE IN 
VARIOUS SETTINGS 
(CLINICS, SCHOOLS, 

HOMES)



Reliability and 
Validity
• Content:

• High internal consistency and test-retest reliability.

• Validated across diverse populations.

• Norm-referenced on a national sample.



Applying DAYC-2 in Practice

Case study 
example

Interpreting 
results for 

intervention 
planning

Collaboration 
with other 

professionals



Applying DAYC-2 in Practice –
 

An Example of a Case Study

Background: Emily, 3 
years old, was referred 
due to delayed speech 

and shyness with 
peers.

Assessment with 
DAYC-2:

Cognitive & Physical: 
Age-appropriate.

Communication: 
Delayed; few words.

Social-Emotional: 
Prefers solitary play.

Adaptive Behavior: 
Typical for age.

Intervention: Speech 
therapy and social 
skills group were 

recommended, along 
with parent guidance.

Outcome: After six 
months, Emily’s 

speech and social 
interactions improved 

significantly.



Limitations of 
DAYC-2

SUBJECTIVITY IN 
SCORING.

TIME-CONSUMING

REQUIRES 
TRAINING FOR 

PROPER 
ADMINISTRATION



Conclusion

By assessing five critical 
domains—Cognitive, 

Communication, 
Social-Emotional, Physical 
Development, and Adaptive 

Behavior—the DAYC-2 
provides a comprehensive 

picture of a child's 
developmental strengths 

and needs.

Its flexible administration 
options and user-friendly 

design make it accessible in 
a variety of settings, from 
clinics to schools. While it 

does require careful training 
and consideration of 

potential limitations, the 
DAYC-2 remains a gold 

standard in early childhood 
assessment. By using this 

tool effectively, we can 
ensure that children receive 
the early interventions they 

need to thrive.

Thank you for your attention, 
and I welcome any 

questions you may have.
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